POOL  SPEAKING NOTES FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS 2023
BUSY YEAR

It has been a busy year for Settle Area Swimming Pool

We re-opened last October following completion of the year long redevelopment work.

We were pleased local councillors attended our official re-opening.

The redevelopment work has been well received by users.

We have completely revamped the changing area – with new cubicles, showers, lockers and toilets.

We now have an open reception area including a café and viewing lounge.

Most important we have fitSpace a multiuse dry area that at different times of the day hosts children play session, high intensity interval training and more relaxed exercise classes for the less  mobile.

Usage is growing and we are looking for to the summer when we can welcome more visitors to the area as well as local residents.

FINANCES
But, as you will have no doubt read in the press, public swimming pools across the country are under immense financial pressure with , according to one report as many as half threatened with closure.

We are facing serious problems as a result of rising costs:

Our gas bill has gone up fourfold in recent months.

Insurance premiums are rocketing.

And there is of course the general inflation we are all facing.

WHAT WE ARE DOING

We are taking a number of measures to see that Settle pool stays afloat.

We have applied for a share of the emergency funding for pool announced in the March budget.
We are raising funds for additional solar panels to go alongside those we installed last year that have already helped keep down our electricity bill.

We have received a detailed report on measures we can take to cut our carbon footprint as well as reduce costs and are looking at increasing the insulation of the older part of the building.

But despite this, we are also, reluctantly, having to increase swim prices from May.  The standard adult rate will now be £6.20 with £5 for concessions.

We believe this still represents good value for money and will not deter users.

As you would expect we will be keeping the situation under close review over coming months.

Finally one of the great strengths of Settle Pool over the years has been the community support that we continue to enjoy.

CHARITY SHOP

The pool  charity shop and associated on-line sales generated £80,000 in the first full year following covid restrictions and we remain indebted to the many volunteers whose support for the pool is invaluable.

